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ANAHEIM, Calif. - The empire is striking back,

While insisting they pay little attention to each other, America's two largest theme park operators, Disney and Universal, have lately been locked in what certainly

seems like an arms race. Universal kicked it off in 2010 with a "Harry Potter” mega-exp . Disney then introduced "Cars," "Avatar" and
Fantasyland attractions. Universal, which is owned by Comcast, has since upped the ante, spending billions on new rides and resort hotels.

Now, Disney is rolling out the heavy artillery: After a few years of aggressive investment in overseas theme parks, principally the $5.5 billion Shanghai Disneyland —

leaving an opening in the United States for Universal -- Disney on Saturday announced expensive "Star Wars™themed expansions at its California and Florida
resorts.
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